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Copyright and Ethics:
The Moral Duties of Copyright Owners

Copyright law raises many ethical concerns. Is there an ethical obliga-

tion to avoid "reaping where one has not sown"?  If so, does that mean

that copyright owners should avoid using the law to exert more control

than they're morally entitled to? What happens if they use the law exces-

sively—does the public have a moral obligation to obey copyright law

even when the law is being employed in ways that are not morally justi-

fied?  Professor Gordon's lecture will explore these and related issues,

and she encourages the audience to bring questions of their own.

Wendy J. Gordon is Professor of Law and Paul J. Liacos Scholar in Law

at the Boston University School of Law, where she also serves as advi-

sor to the Intellectual Property Concentration. Her work focuses on the

ethical and economic analysis of the various legal regimes regulating

information and expression. She recently was a visiting scholar in

Comparative Media Studies at MIT, and has taught at the law schools

of Georgetown University, Rutgers University/Newark, the University of

Chicago, the University of Michigan, and Western New England

College. Her publications include two co-edited books, THE ECONOMICS

OF COPYRIGHT AND DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ECONOMICS OF COPYRIGHT, and

over three dozen articles, many of which have been widely antholo-

gized. She is the current chair of the Intellectual Property Section of the

AALS and she has served as a Fulbright scholar, was named a visiting

senior research fellow by Oxford’s St. John's College, received a resi-

dency at the Rockefeller Foundation retreat in Bellagio, served as a vis-

iting fellow at Oxford’s Programme in Comparative Media Law and

Policy, and received a New Jersey Governor's Fellowship in the

Humanities.

Established by DePaul College of Law alumnus and one of

the foremost patent attorneys in the country Gerald D.
Hosier, this program attracts the nation’s leading intellectu-

al property scholars who share their expertise through spe-

cialized IP courses and lectures.

For more information, please contact

Vadim Shifrin, Executive Assistant, CIPLIT®
vshifrin@depaul.edu or (312)362-8415

www.law.depaul.edu/ciplit
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