
DRAFT MODEL CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION
AND PREVENTION OF BIOLOGICAL TERRORISM

CHAPTER I
Criminalization of Hostile Use of Biological Agents

Article 1

It is hereby prohibited for any person or other legal entity or State official, for
hostile purposes, to:

1. Use any biological agent or toxin, whatever their origin or method of

production;
2. Weaponize any biological agent or toxin, or order, direct or assist others to

weaponize any biological agent or toxin;
3. Transfer, directly or indirectly, any biological agent or toxin to any other

person or other legal entity;
4. Construct, acquire, or retain any facility designed or intended for the

production of any biological agent or toxin;
5. Tamper with any facility, package, or containment vessel containing

biological agents in order to cause their release;
6. Divert biological agents or toxins from a facility or authorized transport;
7. Use or take control of a transport vehicle containing biological agents so

as to cause the release of those agents;
8. Assist, encourage, support or induce, financially or in any other way, any

person or other legal entity to engage in any of the above activities;
9. Attempt to commit any of the above offenses; or
10. Threaten to commit any of the above offenses.

Article 2

Nothing in this Convention shall be construed as prohibiting activities that are
permitted under the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction,
of 10 April 1972.

Article 3

It is not a defense that a person charged with an offence set forth in Article 1
acted:

1. In an official capacity, under the orders or instructions of a superior, or
otherwise in accordance with intemallaw; or

2. Pursuant to a justification based on considerations of a political,
philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious, or other similar nature.
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CHAPTER II

Definitions

Article 4

F or the purposes of the present Convention:

1. Hostile purposes means to intentionally cause:
A. Death, injury, or long-term incapacitation of humans;
B. Widespread damage to plant or animal life or to the environment

2. Listed pathogens means bacteria, viruses, ricketsia, or toxin that the World
Health Organization has determined to ??

3. Listed weaponization equipment means

4. National authority means the office or organization established by each
State Party pursuant Article 16.

5. Biological weapon means:
(a) Microbial or other biological agents, or toxins whatever their origin or
method of production, of types and in quantities that have no justification
for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes;
(b) Weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to use such agents
or toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict.

6. Precursor means: any biological or chemical reactant that takes part at any
stage in the production by whatever method of a weaponized biological
agent. This includes any key component of a binary or multi-component
biological or chemieal system, that is to say, the precursor that plays the
most important role on determining the toxic properties of the final
product and reacts rapidly with other biologics or chemicals in the binary
or multi-component system.

7. Person means: any natural person or, to the extent consistent with internal
law as to criminal responsibility, any legal entity.

8. Transport means any movement other than intra-facility movement.

9. International agency means the organization established pursuant to
Chapter VIII of this Draft Convention.

10. International Pathogen Transport means the carriage of a consignment of
biological material by any means of transportation intended to go beyond
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the territory of the State where the shipment originates beginning with the
departure from a facility of the shipper in that State and ending with the
arrival at a facility of the receiver within the State of ultimate destination.

11. Marking means introducing into a biological pathogen a detection agent.

12. Detection Agent means a substance which is introduced into a biological
pathogen to render it detectable

CHAPTER III
Penal Legislation

Article 5

Each State Party shall establish as criminal offenses under its domestic law and
enact appropriate penalties for any person or legal entity that:

1. Engages in conduct in violation of Article 1;
2. Possesses, acquires, develops, stockpiles, transports, or undertakes

research on any listed pathogen or listed equipment without applicable
licenses;

3. Conveys, ships, or otherwise distributes any listed pathogen or listed
equipment to any person or legal entity that does not hold applicable
licenses;

4. Arranges for export of listed pathogens or listed equipment:
A. To any person or legal entity within the jurisdiction of a non-State

Party to this Convention;
B. To any foreign person or legal entity within the jurisdiction of a

State Party to this convention which does not hold applicable
licenses; or

C.. Without obtaining and properly filing appropriate end-use
certificates.

Article 6

Each State Party shall adopt measures as may be necessary, including, where
appropriate, domestic legislation, to ensure that criminal acts within the scope of this
Convention are under no circumstances justifiable for reasons prohibited by Article 3.

Article 7

Each State Party shall take all necessary measures, adopting legislation where
necessary, to prohibit the access to finances that provide logistical or any other type of
support that may facilitate or enable a person or other legal entity to carry out offenses as
set forth in this Convention. This includes, but is not limited to:

(
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1. Measures for the identification, detection and freezing or seizure of any
funds used or allocated for the purpose of committing the offenses set
forth in this Convention, as well as the proceeds derived from such
offenses, for purposes of possible forfeiture;

2. Measures for the forfeiture of funds used or allocated for the purpose of
committing the offenses set forth in this Convention, and the proceeds
derived from such offenses.

CHAPTER IV
National Criminal Law Enforcement

Article 8
Jurisdiction

Each State Party to this Convention shall take all necessary measures to establish
jurisdiction over the offenses set forth in this Convention:

1. When the offense was committed in the territory of that State or in any
other place under its jurisdiction, including against or on board:
(a) A vessel flying the flag of that State;
(b) An aircraft registered under the laws of that State;
(c) A fixed platform while it is located on the continental shelf of that
State

2. When the alleged offender is a national or permanent resident of that
State;

3. When the alleged offender is a stateless person whose habitual residence is
in that State's territory;

4. When the offense was committed against a national of that State;
5. When the offense was committed in an attempt to compel that State to do

or abstain from doing any act;
6. When a victim of the offence was a national of that State;
7. When the offense has an effect on the sovereignty, security, or on a

governmental function of that State;
8. When the offense was committed against a State or government facility of

that State abroad, including an embassy or other diplomatic premises of
that State;

9. When the exercise of jurisdiction is necessary to ensure the observance of
any obligation of that State under a multilateral international agreement;

10. Whenever consistent with that State's exercise of universal jurisdiction
over crimes against humanity.
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Article 9

If more than one State Party claims Article 8 jurisdiction over the offenses set
forth in this Convention, criminal jurisdiction shall be asserted in accordance with the
following preferential order:

1. Jurisdiction based on the location where the offense was committed (territoriality
principle);

2. Jurisdiction based on nationality of the alleged offender (nationality principle);
3. Jurisdiction based on the nationality of the victim (passive personality principle);
4. Jurisdiction based on the criminal conduct's having an impact on or threatening

the asserting State's sovereignty, security, or important governmental function
(protective principle);

5. Universal jurisdiction as a result of the commission of an offense as set forth in
Article 1.

Article 10
Mutual Assistance and Cooperation

States Parties shall cooperate in the prevention of the offences set forth in this
Convention, particularly by exchanging information and coordinating the taking of
administrative and other measures as appropriate to prevent commission of those
offenses.

Article 11

States Parties shall afford each other mutual legal assistance and cooperation in
the investigation, prosecution and punishment of offenses set forth in this Convention in
accordance to the measures and procedures set forth in the Mutual Legal Assistance and
Cooperation Annex.

Article 12
Extradition

The State Party in whose territory the alleged offender is present shall, in cases to
which Article 8 applies, if it does not extradite that person, be obliged, without exception
whatsoever and whether or not the offense was committed in its territory, establish its
jurisdiction over the offenses set forth in this Convention and submit the case without
undue delay to its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution, through
proceedings in accordance with the laws of that State. The obligation to extradite or
prosecute shall be exercised in accordance with Articles 8 and 9 of this Convention'

Article 13

Upon becoming party to this Convention, each State Party shall notify the
Secretary General of the United Nations of the jurisdiction it has established under its
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domestic law in accordance with Article 8, and shall immediately notify the Secretary
General of any change of its jurisdiction.

Article 14

This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised in
accordance with internal law, including any internal law giving effect to Article 1.

Article 15

Jurisdiction with respect to the offences set forth in this Convention may also be
exercised by any international criminal court or tribunal established or authorized to
consider such offenses.

CHAPTER V
Control of Listed Pathogens and Equipment

Article 16
National Authority

Each State Party shall designate or establish a National Authority to serve as the
national focal point for effective liaison with the international agency and other States
Parties.

1. The National Authority shall be responsible for:
a. Identification of State Party responsibilities pursuant to this Draft

Convention;
b. Submission to the international agency of all required reports pursuant to

Article 20 of this Draft Convention;
c. Notification to the international agency of any anomalies as required by

Article 26 of this Draft Convention;
d. Interaction and communication with the international agency on matters

raised by the agency's responsibilities pursuant to Articles 23, 24, and 27
of this Draft Convention.

2. The National Authority shall be responsible for coordinating State Party
compliance with its obligations pursuant to this Draft Convention, whether it
undertakes to fulfill those responsibilities or whether those responsibilities are
fulfilled by some other State Party authority.

Article 17
Licensing

Each State Party shall establish, consistent with its domestic law and with
international standards and procedures, a system to license the possession, acquisition,
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development, stockpiling, or transport of listed pathogens and equipment. The system
shall provide for:

1. Entity Licenses for any person, group, incorporated organization, research or
educational institution, or State agency involved in research, possession,
production, or transfer of listed pathogens or equipment. An entity license may
be obtained or maintained only upon satisfactory implementation and reporting of
relevant obligations under this Convention, including licensing of facilities,
products, research or processes, personnel, carrier-transport, and import/export
activities.

2. Facility licenses for each facility or site, regardless of ownership or control,
which possesses, develops, acquires, stores, or uses for research, listed pathogens.
A facility license may be granted only upon demonstration to the responsible
national authority that:

a. The facility or site meets or exceeds safety and containment standards, as
promulgated by the international agency, to limit or prevent accidental
release or exposure of listed pathogens to persons or the environment.

b. The facility or site meets or exceeds security standards, as promulgated by
the international agency, to limit or prevent theft or diversion of listed
pathogens or equipment.

c. The facility or site has a legitimate commercial or research purpose for
possessing, developing, acquiring, storing, or using for research, listed
pathogens or equipment.

3. Product Licenses for any item to be used, sold or distributed to or by any entity
other than the originating entity, which:

a. Consists of, in whole or in part, any listed pathogen;
b. Involves the use of listed equipment in its production or use;
c. Is designed as a vaccine, immunological agent, or antidote with regard to

any listed pathogen;
d. Is a biological organism that possess genetic code known to produce or

encode for a factor associated with the disease; or
e. Is an organism capable of producing any listed toxin or their toxin

subunits.

4. Equipment Licenses for listed weaponization equipment. An equipment license
may be granted only upon demonstration to the responsible national authority
that:

a. The equipment is
1. Necessary for a legitimate purpose; or
2. To be sold to licensed entities for a legitimate purpose;

b. Access to and use of the equipment is protected against wrongful or
careless misuse; and

I
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c. The equipment has been permanently tagged so that its location can be
monitored.

5. Research or Process License for specific protocols, research techniques, or
manufacturing processes, which are known to, or have the potential to:

a. Increase an organism's pathogenicity;
b. Alter an organism's resistance to treatments by antibiotic, anti-viral, or

other anti-microbial agent;
c. Alter an organisms' vector of transmission; or
d. Serve as a principle component of a biological weapon, or significantly aid

in its construction.

6. Personnel Licenses for all persons having access to listed pathogens or
equipment. Personnel licenses may be granted only upon demonstration to the
responsible national authority that:

a. Background checks, psychological tests, and tests for substance abuse
have been conducted on the person's suitability for having access to
pathogens or equipment, and those checks and tests have manifested no
cause to believe the person is a risk for wrongful or careless use of listed
pathogens or equipment;

b. The personal applicant has a legitimate commercial or research purpose
for possessing or using listed pathogens or listed equipment; and

c. The applicant has received and demonstrated proficiency in relevant safety
and security procedures.

7. Carrier/Transport Licenses for all persons and entities involved in the transport
of listed pathogens or equipment. A carrier license may be granted only upon
demonstration to the responsible national authority that:

a. The carrier meets or exceeds safety and containment standards, as
promulgated by the international agency, to limit or prevent accidental
release or exposure of listed pathogens during transport or storage of listed
pathogens or equipment to persons or the environment;

b. The carrier meets or exceeds security standards, as promulgated by the
international agency, to prevent theft or diversion of listed pathogens or
equipment during their transport or storage; and

c. The carrier has in place internationally recognized records capable of
tracking the shipper(s) and recipient(s) of listed pathogens or listed

equipment

8. Im~ort/Export Licenses for receipt or ?istrib~~ion of. restr~cted agent.s or 1

equIpment from another or to another entIty/facIlIty, havIng dIfferent natIonal
authorities.
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Any entity that fails to obtain licenses for any of the required subsections in this Article is
deemed to have committed an offense and should be subject to the penalties or sanctions
implemented pursuant to Article 5.1 and 5.2.

Article 18
National Bio-Defense Programs

The requirements of Article 17 shall not apply to properly declared programs
operated by the State Party to develop defensive capabilities for the use of biological
weapons against it.

CHAPTER VI
Record Keeping and Reporting Obligations

Article 19

Each State Party shall maintain records of all past and current licenses applicable
to listed pathogens or listed equipment.

Article 20

The National Authority of each State Party shall submit to the international
agency, on an annual basis, the following information related to its obligations under
this Convention:

1. The names of any persons having a license applicable to listed pathogens or
equipment;

2. The types of pathogens relevant to each license applicable to listed pathogens or
equipment;

3. The names, locations of each facility having a license applicable to listed
pathogens or equipment;

4. The names, dates, locations, and types of transferred listed pathogens or
equipment;

5. The names of any person or other legal entity charged with a violation of any
criminal provision enacted by a State Party related to its obligations under Article
5 of this convention; and

6. A report detailing the measures by which the State Party fulfills its obligations
under Articles 5,6,7, and 8. Specifically, this report should explain the status of
legislation, regulatory or administrative provisions or other measures the State
Party has taken in order to fulfill these obligations, including any changes in its
measures to fulfill these obligations; and

7. A report detailing the measures by which the State Party fulfills its obligations
under Articles 22 and 24. Specifically, this report should explain the status of
legislation, regulatory or administrative provisions or other measures the State
Party has taken to fulfill these obligations, including any changes in its measures
to fulfill these obligations, including relevant:

I
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(a) Application requirements;
(b) Administrative processes for receiving and reviewing applications;
(c) Training and status of persons responsible for application reviews;
(d) Criteria used in evaluating applications; and
(e) Processes for appeal and review of determinations.

Article 21
Confidentiality

1. Each State Party shall implement measures to protect information
provided in a license application pursuant to Article 17 of this Convention
or to any other information obtained directly in connection with
fulfillment of any other obligation of this Convention.

2. Each State Party shall implement measures, including penal measures
where appropriate, to prohibit the release of confidential information
except as reasonably necessary to fulfill its obligations under this
Convention. For purposes of this Article, confidential information shall
include:
( a) Information protected by intellectual property rights and so identified

by the holder of those rights; and
(b) Material, non-public information so identified by the source of that

information.

3. Each State Party shall treat as confidential and afford special protection to
information and data that it receives in confidence from the international
agency in connection with the implementation of this Convention.

Chapter VII
Regulatory Measures

Article 22
Prevention Obligations

Each State Party, in an effort to frustrate and prevent illegitimate access to or use
of biological pathogens, shall adopt necessary and effective measures:

1. To regulate pathogens, equipment, and activities that could be relevant to
biological weapons so as to prohibit and prevent their illicit manufacture in its
territory;

2. To prohibit and prevent the movement into or out of its territory of unlicensed
biological pathogens. This provision shall not apply in respect of movements for
purposes not inconsistent with the objectives of this Convention;

,
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3. To exercise strict and effective control over the possession and transfer of
possession of biological pathogens which have been manufactured in or brought
into its territory prior to the entry into force of this Convention in respect of that
State, so as to prevent their diversion or use for purposes inconsistent with the
objectives of this Convention.

4. To ensure that all stocks of those biological pathogens not held by permissible
entities are destroyed or consumed for purposes not inconsistent with the
objectives of this Convention, marked or rendered permanently ineffective, within
a period of three years from the entry into force of this Convention in respect of
that State.

5. To ensure the destruction, as soon as possible, in its territory of unlicensed
biological pathogens which may be discovered therein and which are not referred
to in the preceding paragraphs of this Article, at the date of the entry into force of
this Convention in respect of that State.

6. To exercise strict and effective control over the possession and transfer of
possession of the biological pathogens so as to prevent their diversion or use for
purposes inconsistent with the objectives of this Convention.

Article 23
Development of International Standards for Listed Pathogens and Listed Equipment

The international agency shall develop and promulgate standards applicable to
any activity licensed pursuant to Article 17.

1. Such standards shall apply to listed pathogens and equipment as to:
a. Safety measures and measures to prevent accidental release or

exposure;
b. Physical protection and security measures to prevent diversion or

wrongful use;
c. Record-keeping of transactions and movement.

2. In carrying out its responsibilities pursuant to this Article, the international
agency shall, in connection with listed pathogens and equipment,
coordinate with:
a. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) as to marine

transport;
b. The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) as to air

transport;
c. The World Customs Organization (WCO) as to customs

procedures;
d. The World Health Organization (WHO) as to the safe handling and

containment processes, and record keeping; and
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e. Any other international organizations, non-governmental
organizations, or organizations of any State Party as may be
relevant to fulfillment of its responsibilities under this Article.

Article 24
Implementation Obligations

1. Each State Party shall take all necessary measures to implement the
international standards set forth in fulfillment of Article 23, including
amending its policies and procedures to conform to those standards.

2. The international agency shall review each State Party's measures to
implement the international standards set forth in fulfillment of Article 23
in order to determine whether those measures are:
(a) Sufficient and adequate to satisfy relevant standards;
(b) Broadly consistent with the measures of other States Parties; and
(c) Enforced in good faith.

3. A State Party may dispute a determination that it has not satisfied
international standards by taking an appeal to a committee established by
member States of this Convention. That committee must be established
and must rule on the controversy promptly and in conformity with the
obligations and objectives of this Convention.

4. A State Party, in the good faith belief that it cannot reasonably comply
with international standards, must notify the international agency of that
belief and the reasons therefore. The international agency may:
(a) Grant a variance. If a variance is granted, the international agency

must notify other States Parties of that variance.
(b) Coordinate technical assistance pursuant to Article 25; or
(c) Both (a) and (b).

5. Except for the situations provided for in subparagraphs 3 and 4 of this
Article, a State Party's failure or unwillingness to comply, or compliance
in bad faith with its obligations under subparagraph 1 of this Article shall
be deemed a violation of this Convention.

Article 25
Technical Assistance

The international agency shall coordinate all States Parties and such other relevant
international organizations to make all reasonable efforts to provide the following
modalities of assistance to any State Party, in so far as the technical assistance is relevant
and necessary to the implementation and enforcement to this Gonvention. These means
of assistance shall include, but are not limited to:

'
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1. Providing equipment necessary to:
(a) Comply with the bio-safety and bio-security standards set forth by
the relevant authorities as charged in Article 23;
(c) To fulfill the law enforcement obligations set forth by this Convention.
This equipment shall include, but is not limited to detection sensors and
other relevant technological systems of prevention, prohibition and
control.

2. Joint Research and Development initiatives to improve capabilities to
effectively and efficiently implement and enforce the obligations set forth
in this Convention.

3. Exchanging relevant legislative texts, materials and experts to assist
harmonization of legal implementation of this Convention consistent with
national legal systems.

4. Provide training and other applicable exchange of experience regarding:
(a) Implementation of the obligations, both substantive and
procedural, set forth in this Convention; and
(b) Implementation of the standards set forth by the competent
authorities under their Article 23 mandate.
These endeavors shall include, but not be limited to, the holding of both
general and specialized training courses, seminars, consultations,
workshops, and drawing up programs or organizing when necessary and
for the benefit of their personnel.

Chapter VIII
The International Pathogens Control Agency (TBD)

Chapter IX
International Prevention Measures

Article 26
Notification of Anomalies to the international agency

A State Party must promptly notify the international agency of any situation in
which it believes in good faith that:

1. Activities outside its jurisdiction undertaken, or imminently about to be
undertaken, are or will likely constitute a violation of this Convention;

I
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2. Another State Party has materially failed to implement or satisfy its
obligations under this Convention; or

3. Evidence suggests the outbreak of a disease that:
(a) Involves a listed pathogen;
(b) Is sufficiently contagious and pathogenic to constitute a threat to

persons outside its jurisdiction; or
@ For any reason, indicates that it is the result, in whole or in part, of

deliberate behavior that would constitute a violation of Article 1 of
this Convention.

Article 27
Information Collection and Analysis

In order to perform its tasks, the international agency shall establish and maintain
a computerized information system. The information system, into which Member States,
represented by their national units and liaison officers, may input and access data in
compliance with their national procedures, and into which the international agency may
directly input data supplied by third States and third bodies and analysis data, shall be
directly accessible for consultation by State Parties and international agency officials.

1. The international agency shall:
a. Ensure compliance with the provisions governing cooperation on

and operation of the information system, and
b. Be responsible for the proper working of the information system in

technical and operational respects.

2. The international agency shall gather information that will further the
objectives of this Convention from the following sources:
a. Publicly available information
b. Information the State parties to this convention must report to the

international agency
c. Information from State parties or non-State parties
d. Information from international organizations, including:

1) Interpol
2) The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
3) The International Atomic Energy Agency
4) Europol

3. The international agency shall implement measures to cross-check and
analyze the information gathered in sub-paragraph 1 in order to identify
activity in violation of Article 1 of this Convention.

4. Use of the Information System
a. The information system may be used to store, modify and utilize

only the data necessary for the performance of the international ~' agency's tasks.

i;

,
,

14 !
. '

,



b. Where the international agency inputs the data itself, as well as
giving its filing reference it shall also indicate whether the data
were provided by a third party or are the result of its own analyses.

c. Additional infonnation held by the international agency may be
communicated to any national unit or the international agency
should either so request. National units shall do so in compliance
with their national law .

5. Right of Access to the Infonnation System
a. Only national units, liaison officers, and the international agency

officials shall have the right to input data directly into the
infonnation system and retrieve it therefrom. Data may be
retrieved where this is necessary for the perfonnance of the
international agency's tasks in a particular case; retrieval shall be
effected in accordance with the laws, regulations, administrative
provisions and procedures of the retrieving unit, subject to any
additional provisions contained in this Convention.

b. Only the unit that entered the data may modify, correct or delete
such data. Where a unit has reason to believe that data are incorrect
or wishes to supplement them, it shall immediately infonn the
inputting unit; the latter shall examine such notification without
delay and if necessary modify, supplement, correct or delete the
data immediately.

c. Responsibility for the pennissibility of retrieval from, input into
and modifications within the infonnation system shall lie with the
retrieving, inputting or modifying unit; it must be possible to
identify that unit. The communication of infonnation between
national units and the competent authorities of States Parties shall
be governed by national law.

Article 28
Task Forces

The international agency, in coordination with State Parties, shall enlist the
support of national law enforcement personnel for the purpose of fonning multi-national,
regional, or other joint task forces to investigate and respond to suspected activities in
violation of this Convention. These cooperative efforts shall consist of both:

1. Investigative Teams: operating within the ambit of surveillance and prevention of
offenses. This surveillance should consist of physical surveillance, electronic
surveillance, and other signals surveillance by means of satellite and other related
systems technologies. Each of these modalities of surveillance and the measures
investigation of said offenses must be undertaken consistent with constitutional
protections and national security of the involved States Parties.
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2. Interdiction Teams: operating within the ambit of responding to and halting the
commission of offenses. The operative measures undertaken by these personnel
are to be determined by the international agency and the State's Parties involved,
and offenses must be undertaken consistent with constitutional protections and
national security of the involved States Parties.

CHAPTER X
Final Provisions

Article?? ?

The Annexes to this Convention shall form an integral part of this Convention.

Article? ?

1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with its national law, promptly
provide to the Secretary-General of the United Nations any relevant information in its

. .
possessIon concernIng:

(a) the circumstances of any offence over which it has established its jurisdiction
pursuant to Article 5;

(b) the measures taken in relation to the alleged offender, and, in particular, the
results of any extradition proceedings or other legal proceedings.

2. The State Party where an alleged offender is prosecuted shall
communicate the final outcome of the proceedings to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, who shall transmit the information to the other States Parties.

Article? ?

In order to fulfill its obligations under this Convention, each State Party shall
designate or establish a National Authority to serve as the national focal point for
effective liaison with the Organization and other States Parties. Each State Party shall
notify the Organization of its National Authority at the time that this Convention enters
into force for it.

Article? ?

Any dispute between States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of
this Convention, which is not settled by negotiation, shall, at the request of one of them,
be submitted to arbitration pursuant to procedures established by the international agency.
If within six months from the date of the request for arbitration the parties are unable to
agree, anyone of those parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of Justice.

I
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Article? ?

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States, until
, at United Nations Headquarters in New York.

2. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. The
instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Convention shall be open to accession by any State. The instruments of
accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article ??

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the date of
the deposit of the twenty-second instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. For each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention after
the deposit of the twenty-second instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval
or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after
deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
acceSSIon.

Article? ?

1. Any State Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. Denunciation shall take effect one year following the date on which the Secretary-
General of the United Nations receives notification.

Article? ?

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall send certified copies thereof to all States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by
their respective Governments, have signed this Convention, opened for signature at

, on , 200_.
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